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BAR HARBOR — Bar 
Harbor resident Sharon Lin-
scott has been selected by the 
Island Connections Board of 
Directors as the organization’s 
incoming executive director 
following a nationwide search. 
She begins her leadership on 
Jan. 3. 

“We are delighted that 
Sharon has accepted the job,” 
said Becky Heden, chair of the 
search committee. “We had a 
fantastic pool of candidates 
and an extensive search pro-
cess. Sharon’s experience, at-
tention to detail and passion 
for Island Connections’ mis-
sion will serve the organiza-
tion well.” 

Linscott experience in-
cludes being a project ana-
lyst for the Musson Group 
and the town clerk for Bar 
Harbor. She has also had sev-
eral roles at Birch Bay Vil-
lage. She succeeds outgoing 

Executive Director Doreen 
Willett, who has led the or-
ganization for six and a half  
years.

Island Connections is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit organiza-
tion founded in 1997 that 
provides transportation for 
seniors and people with dis-
abilities on Mount Desert 
Island and the surrounding 
area for medical appoint-
ments, along with combat-
ting food insecurity by deliv-
ering Meals on Wheels and 
providing grocery shopping 
and other services. The orga-
nization annually coordinates 
more than 4,800 rides by vol-
unteers to fulfill its “neighbors 
helping neighbors” service  
model.

“I am very excited to work 
with such a strong organiza-
tion that provides an invalu-
able service to our commu-
nity,” Linscott said. 

Council 
appoints task 
force members 

BAR HARBOR — The 
Town Council has appoint-
ed the following to the new 
Long-Term Rental Registra-
tion Task Force: John Mount-
ford, Ellsworth/MDI Hous-
ing Authority representative; 
Erica Brooks, landlord seat; 
Todd Hardy, landlord seat; 
Heidi Hambrecht, tenant 
seat; Amber Howard, tenant 
seat; Phil Galperin, resident-
at-large seat; Jennifer Rich-
ardson, resident-at-large seat.

Holiday hours 
at the transfer 
station

BAR HARBOR — The 
Bar Harbor Transfer Station 
will have extended hours on 
Thursday, Dec. 30, from 8 
a.m. to 1:45 p.m. and will be 
closed Friday, Dec. 31, and 
Saturday, Jan. 1.

Take old trees 
to Trenton

TRENTON — Take old, 
unwanted Christmas trees to 
the Kisma Preserve at 446 Bar 
Harbor Road in Trenton and 
drop them off to the right of 
the gate (please do not block 
the gate). The trees are used 
for the wildlife’s habitat at the 
preserve.

Town offers 
electronic  
tax bills

BAR HARBOR — The 
town’s finance office is now 
offering an electronic tax bill 
delivery service. Stop receiv-
ing your annual property tax 
bills and any tax reminder 
notices in the mail and get 
them by email instead. Pa-
per usage and postage can 
be reduced by emailing the 
tax collector at collector@
barharbormaine.gov with a 
preferred email address and 
property location.

Briefs

Kimball Shop & 
Boutique

the

Closing at 3 p.m. on Dec. 31 • Closed New Year’s Day
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

135 Main Street, Northeast Harbor

“Out with the Old, 
in with the New”

Storewide 
Sale 

25% - 60%* Off 
*Some exceptions apply.

December 28 - January 6

Maintain Power and Peace of Mind
With unpredictable power outages affecting homeowners more frequently than ever, Generac’s 
best-selling home standby generators are designed to protect you and your family from 
extended power failures. With special financing and affordable monthly payments available, 
you’re one free in-home assessment away from identifying the right generator for your backup 
power and financial needs. Don’t wait for the next outage to leave your home powerless.

Colwell Diesel Service& Garage, Inc.
US Rte 1 East, Ellsworth, Maine 04605

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment.

227 A Main Street
Bar Harbor

207.288.1200
housewine.com 

Tuesday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Happy 
New Year

Thank you for 
shopping with  

us in 2021!

Closed Jan. 1-17
Reopening Jan. 18

2022
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles...

Show off your beautiful baby’s picture in the newspaper

Please Print Baby’s Birth Information:

Baby’s Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth ______________________________________         Weight________________________     Length ___________________________
Parents/Siblings _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grandparents _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Baby’s Town and State __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Name and Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________   Phone ______________________________________
  

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please include my favorite baby in 

We must receive your baby’s photo by Friday, January 12, 2022!

Please send your photo and information form 
to: The Ellsworth American,  

1 Printing House Sq., Ellsworth, ME 04605 or  
Mount Desert Islander, 310 Main Street,  

Bar Harbor, ME 04609.  
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope  

if you would like your photo returned. 

Details and additional entry forms also available online at ellsworthamerican.com and mdislander.com

You can visit us  

online and submit your 

photo digitally: 

ellsworthamerican.com  

or 

mdislander.com

It’s not too late.
We o� er a wide range of services—including checking 
accounts with automatic transfers and online bill pay, CDs 
at competitive rates, and small secured loans —so you can 
get organized this New Year.

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy, 
and financially strong 2022.

Call, email, or stop in for details.

and financially strong 2022.

bhsla.com • 103 Main Street, Bar Harbor • 207.288.3685  MEMBER FDIC

Open deposit account
Pay bills automatically

Sign up for mobile banking

Save for fut
ure

Upgrade home efficienc
y

NEW YEAR’S 

RESOLUTIONS:

Shutters

667-8354 • 1-800-564-5141

Visit our showroom Rte. 3, Bar Harbor Road, Trenton

TRENTON — Paul Murphy 
is optimistic that 2022 will be 
a normal or, at least, a near-
normal year for the Island 
Explorer bus system, which 
takes passengers to a number 
of popular places in Acadia 
National Park and elsewhere 
on Mount Desert Island.

Murphy is executive direc-
tor of Downeast Transporta-
tion, which operates the Is-
land Explorer system.

The buses were idle in 2020 
because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. In 2021, the num-
ber of bus routes was reduced 
by half because of a combina-
tion of COVID restrictions 
and a shortage of bus drivers. 
The routes that were elimi-
nated included those that 
served Northeast Harbor, Seal 
Harbor and the entire western 
side of Mount Desert Island.

The most recent “nor-
mal” year was 2019, when 
the Island Explorer buses 
had a total passenger count 
of 648,105. In 2021, that was 
down to 293,583.

“The [COVID-19] virus 
will rule, and we will continue 

to follow CDC and state of 
Maine guidelines,” Murphy 
said. “At this point we plan 
for our geographic coverage 
in 2022 to be similar to past 
years. But we are likely going 
to run fewer service hours 
than we did in 2019.

“We don’t know how many 
drivers we will be able to hire. 
We are relatively certain it will 
not be the 120  that we used to 
be able to have.”

Murphy said there is a na-
tionwide and even worldwide 
shortage of bus drivers. 

“That is certainly aggravat-
ed by the COVID pandemic,” 
he said. “But we have been ex-
periencing that difficulty for 
several years. Young people 
are not getting commercial 
drivers’ licenses. We are not 
getting the infusion of youth 
we need to sustain the indus-
try.”

The fare-free Island Ex-
plorer buses typically run 
from June 23 to mid-October.

BAR HARBOR — The 
Witham Family Hotels 
Charitable Fund has do-
nated $100,000 donation 
to Island Housing Trust 
(IHT) in support of IHT’s 
Coming Home campaign. 
IHT aims to advance per-
manent workforce housing 
on Mount Desert Island.

The Coming Home 
campaign is set to raise 
$3.5 million to support the 
completion of the 10-home 
Jones Marsh neighbor-
hood, increase funding for 
its Home Ownership As-
sistance Program (HOAP) 
that provides down pay-
ment assistance to quali-
fied buyers, and create an 
Opportunities Fund that 
will allow IHT to act quick-
ly when new opportuni-
ties arise to acquire land 
or affordable homes. The 
Witham gift, which was 
matched by an anonymous 
donor, will help bring the 
campaign to a close by the 

end of the year.
David, Chris and Anne 

Witham believe in giv-
ing back to Mount Des-
ert Island communities. 
“The ability of the island 
to house a year-round 
community with a blend 
of generations is quickly 
eroding,” said David With-
am. “We strongly believe 
in and support IHT’s mis-
sion. They are turning the 
tide, getting families back 
on the island and kids back 
in our schools – for the 
health of the community as  
a whole.”

Marla O’Byrne, ex-
ecutive director of Island 
Housing Trust, said, “This 
generous donation will 
help us meet our chal-
lenge grant, but most im-
portantly it will enable us 
to do so much to provide 
more year-round housing 
opportunities on MDI. We 
are extremely grateful for 
this gift, and for the grow-

ing partnership between 
Witham Family Hotels and 
IHT.” 

Witham Family Hotels 
Charitable Fund was estab-
lished in 2017 to carry on 
the philanthropic legacy of 
hotelier David J. Witham. 
The  fund  is  dedicated  to 
supporting local and re-
gional organizations that 
provide charitable ser-
vices to the  community. 
Monetary support of the 
fund is provided by With-
am Family Hotels, a Maine 
hospitality company based 
in the Acadia National 
Park area.

Since 2003, IHT has 
completed 48 homeowner-
ship projects serving 143 
adults and children on 
MDI. IHT holds covenants 
on 37 homes and has over-
seen the resale of several of 
these properties at below-
market rate to qualified 
households working on 
MDI. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF IHT

IHT receives $100K donation
Normal bus season hoped for in 2022

Island Connections board 
picks new executive director

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISLAND 
CONNECTIONS

Former Bar Harbor Town 
Clerk Sharon Linscott is 
the new executive director 
for Island Connections.

By Dick Broom
dbroom@mdislander.com

Get your news early and often.  

Like the Mount Desert Islander on Facebook.

Christine 
Witham 
(right) of 
the Witham 
Family Hotels 
Charitable 
Fund presents 
Marla 
O’Byrne, 
executive 
director 
of Island 
Housing 
Trust, with 
a check for 
$100,000 for 
IHT’s Coming 
Home 
campaign.


