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enjoyed talking with him. He 
just had that special way with 
people and that certain air 
about him. I am grateful and 
blessed to have known him.

From what I heard and 
could see, Deputy Gross was 
well respected. Along with 
being a family man, he was 
also a man of integrity, was 
honest and sincere. In ad-
dition, he had a great sense 
of humor and was a positive 
force in the community. Fur-
thermore, he was fair and did 
things the right way. Simply 
put, he was the best of the 
best. I know he helped me on 
more than one occasion. The 
other day I spoke to a young 
man who said Deputy Gross 
had given him a ride to work 
more than once. These are the 
kinds of things that he will 
be remembered for and are a 
part of that dash.  

In realizing a lot of what 
I’ve stated is information 
most of us already know, my 
hope and intention here is to 
stress how special this man 
really was and how I saw him 
in my eyes. He was an out-
standing citizen who lived a 
meaningful life — more than 
what many can say. As I’ve 
gotten older, I’ve come to re-
alize that many people aren’t 
as honest and trustworthy as 
originally thought. However, 
things come out in the wash 
and are never forgotten. Dep-
uty Gross’s loss is huge for a 
reason — he was unique. He 
treated people good. He had 
no regrets and lived a life 
worthy of recognizing at a 
very high level. To me, that 
is worth more than anything. 
That’s what I call integrity, 
intelligence and character, 
to name a few. It’s about the 
dash. 

Dan Rayner
Hancock

Not given enough 
thought

To the Editor:
In November, Bar Harbor 

voters will be asked to vote on 
an amendment to the land use 
ordinance allowing solar pho-
tovoltaic systems as principal 
use (solar farms). I urge vot-
ers to reject it as it has no size 
limitation and has not been 
given sufficient thought.

The latest issue of Maine 
Audubon’s magazine, Habi-
tat, provided an overview of 
the issues involved, especially 
as Maine towns are getting 
surprised by large solar de-
velopments spurred by state 
incentives. 

Conservationists have 
long been recommending so-
lar farms be sited away from 
farmland and forest land as 
nature provides us with solu-
tions to the problem of global 
warming. Farmland acts as a 
carbon sink and helps provide 
us with a local food supply. 
Forests act as a carbon sink, 
protect our wetlands, streams, 
wells, moderate local weather 
and control runoff.

We are talking here about 
the possibility of any size par-
cel of land being stripped of 

all its trees. Will the topsoil 
be removed and sold? The 
amendment has incentives 
to vegetate below the pan-
els, but will it be maintained 
with herbicides? What effect 
would that have on our water, 
our pollinators? Does anyone 
care about the loss of wild-
life habitat? Would Northeast 
Creek be affected by a clear-
cut in its watershed?

Solar farms should be sited 
over degraded land only, places 
like gravel pits. Maryknoll in 
Ossining, N.Y., recently in-
stalled solar canopies over the 
property’s main parking lots, 
generating energy to power 
100-200 local households. 
Ossining’s solar code includes 
a floating zone over large por-
tions of land like a parking lot 
that could be used for solar 
canopies. 

Let’s keep our solar farms 
local, small-scale, and let’s be 
more creative. Vote “no” and 
ask that more thought go into 
this amendment. 

Laureen Donnelly
Town Hill

Cruise ships should 
be banned

To the editor:
We should have been doing 

our homework on what cruise 
ships burn for fuel before 
we invited them back in the 
1980s. Now, 65 percent of Bar 
Harbor residents think they 
have a negative impact on the  
community. 

Some of the town’s high-
est-profit businesses have 
complained, as have other 
businesses. In fact, we are do-
ing better business now with-
out them. 

There is up to 100 times 
more profit to be generated by 
an overnight Airbnb or weekly 
renter than by a cruiser whose 
ride audaciously parks in your 
front yard and then proceeds 
to turn a combustion engine 

that burns 600 gallons of fuel 
per hour of the cheapest, 
bottom-of-the-barrel crude 
oil, emitting as much sulfur 
dioxide as 36,000 idling semi-
trucks.

In the fall of 2019, I alerted 
the Department of Marine 
Resources, the Mills admin-
istration and the four federal 
representatives to Maine as 
well as the Maine Legisla-
ture that it was cruise ships 
that had killed between 18 
and 21 critically endan-
gered North Atlantic right 
whales. The whales were 
negligently mowed down 
at night by ships taking a 
short cut between Prince Ed-
ward Island and the Gaspe 
Peninsula. 

As you know, the Mills 
administration and the Leg-
islature are fit to be tied by 
NOAA blaming the lobster-
men for entanglements they 
cannot prove, while cruise 
ships are left unabated and 
sending the whales on a path 
to extinction.  

Fortunately, the short-
cut has been closed but it 
was the coronavirus pan-
demic that ultimately proved 
that cruise ships were do-
ing the damage up there in  
Canada. 

Since the start of the pan-
demic, which has led to a 
shuttering of the cruise ship 
industry, there have been zero 
whale deaths.

Jim O’Connell
Bar Harbor

Honoring Native 
people

To the Editor:
A controversial day is ap-

proaching on Oct. 11 this 
year. Here in Maine, it has 
rightfully been changed to 
Indigenous Peoples Day by 
Governor Mills in order to 
honor the Indigenous peo-
ple in Maine who were first 

here. Replicas of Columbus 
ships were even turned away 
this past summer by several 
towns, also out of respect for 
indigenous first inhabitants.

How then could our same 
Governor stand behind the 
NECEC Corridor that has 
displaced and impoverished 
the Native people of Quebec? 
Shouldn’t they be respected 
too? Lucien Wabanonik, an 
elected councilor with Lac 
Simon’s band council in Que-
bec, explains:

“While the non-Indig-
enous majority profits off 
of HQ’s illegitimate deal-
ings, our people suffer, with 
our well-being indicators 
now comparable to those of 
Third World countries. We 
are forced to live in deplor-
able conditions of poverty, 
and our suicide rate is five 
to seven times higher than 
the rest of Quebec. The Kit-
cisakik tribe is situated at 
the foot of one of HQ’s dams, 
yet they have no access to 
electricity, running water 
or wastewater management  
infrastructure.”

“As I write this today, there 
are 33 hydroelectric plants, 
130 dams and dykes, 2.6 mil-
lion acres of reservoirs, tens 
of thousands of kilometers of 
transmission and distribution 
lines and roads illegitimately 
operating on our ancestral ter-
ritories. Hydro-Quebec doesn’t 
rightfully own 36 percent of its 
total installed electrical capac-
ity, yet we’ve never been com-
pensated for this massive tak-
ing.”

Rene Simon, chief of the 
Pessimit Innu First Nation of 
Quebec, also explains:

“With only one exception, 
all hydroelectric facilities have 
been built without impact as-
sessment studies, without Pes-
samit’s consent, without com-
pensation, and in violation with 
the Canadian Constitution 

and Pessamit’s fundamental 
human rights. Consequently, 
29 percent of the electricity 
that Hydro-Quebec endeav-
ors to sell in New England still 
originates from Pessamit ter-
ritory and therefore is owned  
by Pessamit.”

If we in Maine do not reject 
the corridor, Mr. Wabanonik 
clearly stated in July that the 
tribes will sue the province of 
Quebec in Provincial Court 
because more than a third 
of the electricity will be pro-
duced from dams on land the 
tribes never ceded to the Ca-
nadian government.

If Maine’s Indigenous peo-
ple are to be honored, why not 
also the Indigenous people of 
Quebec? Please join me and 
thousands of others in Maine 
who will vote “yes” in Novem-
ber to reject the corridor and 
this extreme disrespect for the 
native people of Quebec, even 
if our Governor will not.

Marjorie Monteleon
Southwest Harbor

Smoke screen
To the Editor:
Letter writer Carole Beal 

asks whether Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
determines how Maine Sen. 
Susan Collins votes.

Collins’ voting record 
overwhelmingly answers — 
yes. Even when this means 
denying Americans their con-
stitutional rights. Even when it 
means undermining the insti-
tutions of government. 

Collins is now on mes-
sage with the GOP  States 
Rights  rallying cry. That is a 
smoke screen.

Republican strings are 
pulled by big money, religious 
extremism and white suprem-
acist influences. Maine vot-
ers continue to be played by 
Collins.

Annlinn Kruger
Bar Harbor

Commentary

I’ve been involved in MDI hous-
ing issues for almost 20 years. 
Back in 2002, when I was part 

of MDI Tomorrow, a Mount Desert 
Islander editorial focused on the 
need for an island-wide housing 
trust to get houses into the hands of 
our year-round, working popula-
tion. We now have the nonprofit Is-
land Housing Trust whose mission 
is to promote viable, year-round 
island communities by advanc-
ing permanent workforce housing. 
I’ve been proud to serve as a board 
member of IHT since 2004. IHT has 
been successful, creating almost 50 
housing opportunities across MDI, 
serving over 140 individuals with 
workforce neighborhood housing, 
down payment assistance, and other 

programs. But there is more to be 
done.

In 2002, the median hous-
ing price on MDI was under 
$200,000. Today that median price 
is $657,000, necessitating a house-
hold income of well over $150,000 
to even begin to think of purchas-
ing a house on the island. Housing 
prices have risen sharply in the past 
two years due to a variety of factors 
including the pandemic, inbound 
migration, and the rise of vaca-
tion rentals. Currently more than 
half of MDI’s workforce commutes 
from off island because they can’t 
find a place to live on MDI. School 
populations are decreasing as fami-
lies look elsewhere for a home they 
can afford. Employers are having 
difficulty recruiting and retaining 
workers who can’t find a place to 

live on MDI. 
IHT has spent the last several 

years building a foundation. Now it’s 
time to expand our vision and build 
more of the structure. To achieve 
that, we have announced Coming 
Home: IHT’s Campaign for Mount 
Desert Island, a campaign to raise 
$3.5 million to increase our impact 
across MDI. We’ve raised over $2.6 
million already. Those gifts are al-
ready in action: we’ll break ground 

on a new workforce neighborhood 
at the head of the island this fall, 
funds are committed and available 
for down payment assistance, and a 
new Opportunity Fund is helping 
us research new year-round hous-
ing possibilities. You can find out 
more about the solutions taking 
shape at islandhousingtrust.org. 

Ted Koffman is a member of 
the Island Housing Trust Board of 
Directors.

The more things change, the more they stay the same
Viewpoint

By Ted Koffman

Nature
Fall has arrived 

Colors are great this 
month even though 
chilly temperatures 

may greet us more often. 
The Cinnamon ferns along 
my driveway are so yellow 
they seem to be electri-
fied. I know some people 
don’t like fall for it does 
get cooler and the leaves 
fall. I don’t think of it as 
“death” but as resting time 
for plants and, putting on 
warmer clothes in order 
to rejuvenate and be ready 
when spring returns for a 
new growing season. I’ve 
always lived in New Eng-
land and welcomed win-
ter. I’ve only  spent  winter 
in the  South for one win-
ter and I enjoyed that a lot 
but there is great beauty in 
the New England States and 
lots of wildlife to be seen.

I was visiting with a 
friend at Seawall this week 
and there in front of us 
were two common cormo-
rants drying their wings on 
the rocks not far away. They 
have to dry off after getting 
wet and are easy to recog-
nize as they spread their 
wings to dry. Many of the 
cormorants have left this 
area already. I have seen 
migrating flocks passing 
overhead. Their flocks do 
not usually form a nice V 
in the sky as the Canada 
geese do.  

Canada geese are noted 
for their strength, fidelity, 
wariness and sagacity — 
all good things for birds 
and humans. Any time I 
hear their honking drift-
ing down from the sky I 
rush to see them passing. 
You might hear their honk-
ing calls in the darkness or 
during the day as they fly by 
in their V formation. Their 
leaders change during the 
long trips. The old ganders 
know where they are going 
and guide the way along 
the safest route. They only 
stop to rest and feed.

On land they have lead-
ers and guards to warn of 
danger. The sound of a pad-
dle in the water where they 
rest, and feed puts them 
immediately on “watch.” 
Don’t ever try to approach 
a family group. They vigor-
ously defend their young. 
There is nothing nicer to 
see than a family of par-
ents and their many young 
moving sedately along with 
the father in the lead then 
the babies and at the last 
the female. It is a delight-
ful sight! There are a lot of 
geese living on this island. 
It wasn’t always so but in re-
cent years we have has resi-
dent flocks. They are not 
welcomed by golf courses 
because of their droppings. 
The Canada Goose is one 
of the earliest migrants if it 
leaves for a warmer winter 
in the south, although they 
don’t all leave.

I have been hearing 
about numerous bobcat 
sightings. This is the most 

common big cat you might 
get sight of on MDI. Off-is-
land it is another story but 
if you see a big cat on MDI 
it is most likely the bob-
cat. I hesitate to say never 
in talking about wildlife. 
The animal has an inter-
esting posture for it seems 
to slightly jacked up in the 
back end and its back legs 
are longer than the front. 
You especially notice this 
as it walks along. There was 
an interesting video I saw 
recently of two bobcats far-
ther north walking down 
the highway on a road that 
clearly showed this trait. I 
saw one sitting on the side 
of the road just outside of 
Ellsworth one night as I 
returned from playing at a 
contra dance in Stonington 
and it was very exciting. 
There was no mistaking it 
in the headlights.

Bobcats are quick and 
very strong and that hair on 
the sides of their face gives 
them give them a fierce 
look. They have a bobcat 
at the Kisma Preserve in 
Trenton if you want to see 
one up close. Visits can be 
arranged — just give a call. 
They are useful mammals 
on this island for as most 
everyone knows we do have 
an overpopulation of deer 
and very few big predators 
living here. Coyotes can 
eat them, and a bobcat can 
pull down a weakened deer 
in the snow. An over-pop-
ulation of deer is a serious 
problem for the deer and 
the local vegetation. Dying 
from starvation is worse 
than being killed by a nat-
ural predator. I witnessed 
starvation in Bear Moun-
tain Park in New York one 
year and it was a sad sight.

Mountain ash berries 
attract cedar waxwings, 
so check any of these trees 
you know about. Waxwings 
are beautiful birds and very 
special to see. Warm days 
and night now prompt 
springtime behavior in 
many creatures. Many in-
sects are still active. Crab 
spiders lurk in goldenrod 
blossoms ready to attack 
the many insect visitors 
that come to the flower. 
Visitors to the goldenrods 
now include locust borers, 
paper wasps, honeybees, 
and ambush bugs. Tree 
hoppers feed on the leaves 
as do goldenrod beetles 
as larvae and adults. Ants 
feed on the excess sap ex-
uded by young tree hop-
pers. Gall insects lay eggs 
on the plant and the result-
ing deformity grown by the 
plant is the gall in which 
the insect larvae then live. 
Dark spots on the leaf sur-
face looking like drops of 
ink on the leaf are really 
blister galls made by a tiny 
species of midge.

uuu
Please send any ques-

tions or observations to fid-
dleruth@yahoo.com

Ruth Grierson
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Bobcat walking in the 
woods. 

Currently more than half of MDI’s workforce 
commutes from off  

island because they can’t find  
a place to live on MDI. 


