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Weekday 
mornings

MUSIC WEATHER

SONNIE SHEPHERD

NEWS

 STEVE MCKAY PAUL DUPUIS  

Listen online at: www.star977.com

Low Slope 
Rubber Roofing

667-8354 • 1-800-564-5141

Visit our showroom Rte. 3, Bar Harbor Road, Trenton

Sunrooms

667-8354 • 1-800-564-5141

Visit our showroom Rte. 3, Bar Harbor Road, Trenton

BAR HARBOR — When 
faced with food insecurity, 
many pet owners have to make 
the tough decision of whether 
to feed themselves or their 
pets. Some may even decide 
that surrendering their pet is 
their only option.

The Diana Fund of the Bar 
Harbor Food Pantry, created in 
2021 in honor of MDI Pet Food 
Pantry founder and longtime 
community animal supporter 
Diana de los Santos, will help 
those in need keep their furry 
family members fed.

The fund was started by 
Kim Swan and Kay Theede as a 
way to honor de los Santos’ Bar 
Harbor legacy and to assure 
that there is continued finan-
cial support for the MDI Pet 
Food Pantry. Swan and Theede 
are each making a $2,500 do-
nation to establish the fund. 

De los Santos and her hus-
band, Gary, lived and worked 
in Bar Harbor for over 20 years, 
and she played a vital role in 
the animal wellness cause here. 
If someone had an animal con-
cern or a problem, de los San-
tos was the person to call. 

De los Santos believes that 

no person should be 
burdened and have 
to choose wheth-
er to feed them-
selves or their 
pet. Many 
people were 
surprised to 
learn that 
s t r u g g l e 
exists in 
Bar Har-
bor. 

The Di-
ana Fund 
will serve 
as added 
back up to 
be used in 
times when 
d o n a t i o n s 
slow down and 
food pantry 
volunteers need 
to buy food to 
stock the pantry. 

Heather Dillon will be step-
ping up and filling de los San-
tos’ shoes as the administrator 
of the MDI Pet Food Pantry. 
De los Santos and her husband 
are in the process of moving to 
Texas.

Annual fundraisers will be 
held to replenish fund coffers, 
but community members may 
donate to The Diana Fund at 
any time. Donations can be 
made at the Bar Harbor Food 
Pantry, but donations specific 
to The Diana Fund should be 

identified as such. 

BAR HARBOR — Island 
Housing Trust (IHT) received 
a $25,000 gift from Bar Har-
bor Bank & Trust (BHBT) in 
support of its Coming Home 
campaign. The campaign is 
poised to raise $3.5 million to 
support the completion of the 
10-home Jones Marsh neigh-
borhood, increase funding for 
its home ownership assistance 
program (HOAP) and create a 
fund that will allow IHT to act 
quickly when new opportuni-
ties arise to acquire land or af-
fordable homes. 

BHBT has been a longtime 
supporter and sponsor of IHT. 
Jack Frost, the bank’s vice-
president and director of com-
munity giving, said, “Bar Har-
bor Bank & Trust recognizes 
the dedication and vision of 
Island Housing Trust to ad-
dressing MDI’s year-round 
housing crisis through the 
$3.5 million Coming Home 
campaign.   We are pleased to 
join as one of the many corpo-
rate partners who are making 
the  campaign  a success and 
look forward to seeing the im-
pact of our support for IHT 
on the MDI community.”

BHBT’s gift is designated 
to support HOAP, IHT’s pro-
gram that provides bridge 
funding to home buyers who 
can afford the mortgage pay-
ments of a home purchase but 
who do not have sufficient 
cash required for the down 
payment, closing costs or 
critical improvements to the 
property. 

IHT established the HOAP 
program in 2010 and has since 
enabled the purchase of 16 
homes with HOAP funding, 
with an additional project in 
progress now.

“Every HOAP property 
builds the portfolio of protect-
ed year-round homes, which 

MOUNT DESERT IS-
LAND — This year, more 
church services are sched-
uled to take place in person. 
Many in-person events, such 
as Bar Harbor Congrega-
tional Church’s Christmas 
Eve Living Nativity, will also 
be streamed online.

BAR HARBOR
Bar Harbor  

Congregational Church
29 Mount Desert St., 

288-3280
Friday, Dec. 24

Christmas Eve outdoor  
living nativity, 4-4:30 p.m. 

and 7-7:30 p.m.
Livestream on church  

Facebook page.
In-person Christmas Eve 
service, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
St. Saviour’s Episcopal 

Church
41 Mount Desert St., 

288-4215
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person Christmas 
Eve service, 7 p.m.

Livestream on MDI 
EPISCOPAL 

YouTube channel. 
Holy Redeemer Catholic 

Church
56 Mount Desert St., 

288-3535
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person Christmas Eve 
service, 4 p.m.

First Baptist Church
46 Ledgelawn Ave., 288-3563

Friday, Dec. 24
In-person Christmas Eve 

service, 5 p.m.

Livestream on 
church website. 

Church of Our Father 
Episcopal Church
Route 3, Hulls Cove, 

288-4849
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person Christmas Eve 
service, 4 p.m.

Livestream on MDI 
EPISCOPAL YouTube 

channel.
The River Church

1184 Route 102, 
288-3048

Friday, Dec. 24
In-person Christmas 

Eve service, 5 p.m.
Livestream on church 

Facebook page. 

SOUTHWEST HARBOR
St. John’s Episcopal Church

319 Main St., 244-3229
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person Christmas Eve 
service, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 25

In-person Christmas Day 
service, 10 a.m.
Livestream on  

MDI EPISCOPAL 
YouTube channel.

Southwest Harbor 
Congregational Church

29 High St., 244-4300
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person candlelight 
Christmas Eve 
service, 6 p.m.

Livestream on church 
YouTube channel. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church
5 Ocean House Hill Road, 

Manset, 288-3535

Friday, Dec. 24
In-person Christmas Eve 

service, 6:30 p.m.

MOUNT DESERT
Seaside United Church 

of Christ
21 Summit Road, Northeast 

Harbor, 276-5521
Friday, Dec. 24

In-person reservations re-
quired Seaside UCC Christ-

mas Eve s
ervice, 4 p.m.

Livestream on Seaside UCC 
Facebook page and Zoom.

The Abby Chapel
8 Main St., Seal Harbor, 

276-5521
Friday, Dec. 24

Virtual Christmas 
Eve service, 4 p.m.

Livestream on Seaside UCC 
Facebook page and Zoom. 

Somesville Union 
Meeting House 

1136 Main. St., Mount Des-
ert, 244-9260

Friday, Dec. 24.
In-person Christmas Eve 

service, 9 p.m. 
Masks are required.

St. Mary’s by-the-Sea 
Chapel

5 Kimball Road, Northeast 
Harbor, 276-5588

Friday, Dec. 24
In-person Christmas Eve 

service, 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 25

In-person Christmas Day 
service, 10 a.m.
Livestream on 

MDI EPISCOPAL 
YouTube channel. 

IHT receives $25K donation
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(From left) Jack Frost and Colleen Maynard of Bar Harbor Bank & Trust join 
Marla O’Byrne and dog Maggie at the site of the new Jones Marsh neighborhood in 
Bar Harbor.

keeps our year-round neigh-
borhoods more intact, allows 
employees to live where they 
work and have their kids in 
school near their employment, 
and fosters a stronger commu-
nity of volunteers and custom-
ers for year-round businesses. 
We are extremely grateful that 
BHBT is the lead business 
donor and chose to invest in 

the campaign and in HOAP,” 
said Marla O’Byrne, executive  
director of IHT.

IHT promotes viable, year-
round island communities by 
advancing permanent work-
force housing on Mount Des-
ert Island. IHT envisions a fu-
ture where MDI has affordable 
year-round housing available 
to the workforce. IHT homes 

are protected by covenants, 
enforced in perpetuity. 

Since 2003, IHT has com-
pleted 48 homeownership 
projects serving 143 adults 
and children on MDI. IHT 
holds covenants on 37 homes 
and has overseen the success-
ful resale of several of these 
properties at below market 
rate to qualified households.

Diana Fund honors longtime animal supporter

mdislander.com

Jobs, careers, 
work wanted, 

services offered... 
find it all in 

the Classifieds.


